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1. Jonah 3:4-8

(4) And Jonah began to enter into the city a
day’s journey, and he proclaimed, and
said: ‘Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown.’ (5) And the people of
Nineveh believed God; and they
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,
from the greatest of them even to the least
of them. (6) And the tidings reached the
king of Nineveh, and he arose from his
throne, and laid his robe from him, and
covered him with sackcloth, and sat in
ashes. (7) And he caused it to be
proclaimed and published through
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his
nobles, saying: ‘Let neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock, taste any thing; let them not
feed, nor drink water; (8) but let them be
covered with sackcloth, both man and
beast, and let them cry mightily unto God,;
yea, let them turn every one from his evil
way, and from the violence that is in their
hands.
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2. Megillah 7a
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Judah said in the name of Shmuel; [The
scroll] of Esther does not defile the hands.
Is that to say that Shmuel was holds that
Esther was not said under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit? . . . They objected: R. Meir
says that Kohelet does not defile the hands,
and that about the Song of Songs there is a
dispute. R. Yose says that the Song of
Songs defiles the hands, and about
Koheleth there is a difference of opinion.
R. Shimon says that Koheleth is one of
those matters in regard to which Beth
Shammai were lenient and Beth Hillel
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stringent, but Ruth and the Song of Songs TAR™M (1,1 INOR) MR TINRI WP
and Esther [certainly] make the hands INDX) KIAN MK ADY 27 . . 1953 T
unclean. . . . It has been taught: R. Elazar

said: Esther was composed under the LLLCRRSS K2 XA D97 "0 (=
inspiration of the holy spirit, as it says, N2 IR PIX° 72 1M1 27 270
“And Haman said in his heart” (Esther QYT A0 NoRamsia

6:6). ... R. Joseph said: It can be proved
from here: “And these days of Purim shall
not fail from among the Jews” (Esther
9:28). R. Nahman b. Isaac said:From here:
“Nor the memorial of them cease from
their descendants” (Esther 9:28).

3. Megillah 12a N 270 7790

His disciples asked R. Shimon b. Yohai, 129703 97 2197 "W DR 170150 1ORY
Why did the enemies of Israel in that 7999 0T NN RS W PRI

generation deserve extermination? He said
to them: You answer. They said: Because 1AW °197 12 10X DNX 1R D72 MR

they enjoyed the feast of that wicked one. TW2W 12 X YW NN 5w INTIWON
[He said to them]: If so, those in Shushan AR 13970 OX I919 29IV 99w 130T
should have been killed, not those
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throughout the rest of the world? They NANGTY *10% OT7 YIK ANK MK 12
then said: You answer. He said to them: It :07%7
was because they bowed down to an
image.

4. Esther Rabbah 7:25 777227 7729 NON 1
[God] said to the tribes: You sold your DX ONON anK :2°aAwS 2o° KR
brother [Joseph] for food and drink, so TWYR 21K T ,INWN DIRA TN DR
shall I do to you. This is what it says [in
the Book of Esther]: And the king and 1AW M 71773'-” :2)ND7 X K77 .007
Haman sat down to drink (3:15). ... See ,NIPINA RO I TV AR L L LMD
how long it took to fix, for until the days of N9 SW WY IR 9T N Ty Y
Mordechai, the punishment for the sale of
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Joseph stood.

5. Esther Rabbah 6:2 229 7729 NOR 5
And [why] was he a contrarian that SINNW KPY Y720 KD 12°N27 R KT
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ignored the king's decree? Because when ) ?'[17?3,7 NT°T3 5Y 2N 797 7N 00

Ahasuerus decreed that everyone should
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bow to Haman, Haman started wearing an AT DANWAD WIMWAR MIZWD KON
idol so that everyone would bow to the 75 NONN |12 HY 020 N7V Ppn
idol, and when he saw that Mordechai

TR PIWIY 092010 NTIAYY NNNww
refused to bow he became very angry.
Mordechai told him "there is a Lord who is K201 07 MANWD "7 PRY 17
above all the arrogant. How can I forsake INANAT NI WY 7 IR 2T L0
him and bow to an idol?" TINAWRY I %R TR ,DOR3 93 5

.072010 NTIAYY

- | Josephus Antiquities Book XI 6.5

Now there was one Haman, the son of Amedatha, by birth an Amalekite, that used to go in
to the king; and the foreigners and Persians worshipped him, as Artaxerxes had
commanded that such honor should be paid to him; but Mordecai was so wise, and so
observant of his own country's laws, that he would not worship the man.

- | Ibn Ezra on Esther, Introduction ARTPT ANOR RITY AN |-

Behold, there is no mention of God's name
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in the Megillah, even though it is part of XM QWi 17 IRT 72°3002 PX A1

Scripture . . . because the Megillah was 720 7230 DRI . . . WP 2790
written by Mordechai . . . and the Persians 7120211 %0757 MPPNYM .. . 007
copied it and placed it in the chronicles of 773y 17 491 395 SW oo *7aTa

their kings, and they were idol worshippers
and would write the name of their deity 73317 QWT NAN 1AM 1M A7 93V

instead of the name of God. . . . It was for Qwa 7120 7M. .. ODAYIN QW XTI
the honor of God's name that Mordechai =599343 9977 131910 KOW
did not mention It in the Megillah.

- | Additions to Esther (Revised Standard Version): Colophon

In the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said that he was a
priest and a Levite, and Ptolemy his son brought to Egypt the preceeding Letter of Purim,
which they said was genuine and had been translated by Lysimachus the son of Ptolemy,
one of the residents of Jerusalem.

- | Additions to Esther: Mordechai's Prayer

[8] Then Mordecai prayed to the Lord, calling to remembrance all the works of the Lord.
He said:

[9] "O Lord, Lord, King who rulest over all things, for the universe is in thy power and there
is no one who can oppose thee if it is thy will to save Israel.

[10] For thou hast made heaven and earth and every wonderful thing under heaven,

[11] and thou art Lord of all, and there is no one who can resist thee, who art the Lord.

http://lwww .sefaria.org/sheets/28222

3/5



3/2/2016

The Book of Esther: Is It Religious? | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

[12] Thou knowest all things; thou knowest, O Lord, that it was not in insolence or pride or
for any love of glory that I did this, and refused to bow down to this proud Haman.

[13] For I would have been willing to kiss the soles of his feet, to save Israel!

[14] But I did this, that I might not set the glory of man above the glory of God, and I will
not bow down to any one but to thee, who art my Lord; and I will not do these things in
pride.

[15] And now, O Lord God and King, God of Abraham, spare thy people; for the eyes of our
foes are upon us to annihilate us, and they desire to destroy the inheritance that has been
thine from the beginning.

[16] Do not neglect thy portion, which thou didst redeem for thyself out of the land of
Egypt.

[17] Hear my prayer, and have mercy upon thy inheritance turn our mourning into
feasting, that we may live and sing praise to thy name, O Lord; do not destroy the mouth of
those who praise thee."

10.

Additions to Esther: Esther's Prayer

[1] And Esther the queen, seized with deathly anxiety, fled to the Lord;

[2] she took off her splendid apparel and put on the garments of distress and mourning,
and instead of costly perfumes she covered her head with ashes and dung, and she utterly
humbled her body, and every part that she loved to adorn she covered with her tangled hair.
[3] And she prayed to the Lord God of Israel, and said:

Lord, thou only art our King; help me, who am alone and have no helper but thee,

[4] for my danger is in my hand.

[5] Ever since I was born I have heard in the tribe of my family that thou, O Lord, didst take
Israel out of all the nations, and our fathers from among all their ancestors, for an
everlasting inheritance, and that thou didst do for them all that thou didst promise.

[6] And now we have sinned before thee, and thou hast given us into the hands of our
enemies,

[7] because we glorified their gods. Thou art righteous, O Lord!

[8] And now they are not satisfied that we are in bitter slavery, but they have covenanted
with their idols

[9] to abolish what thy mouth has ordained and to destroy thy inheritance, to stop the
mouths of those who praise thee and to quench thy altar and the glory of thy house,

[10] to open the mouths of the nations for the praise of vain idols, and to magnify for ever a
mortal king.

[11] O Lord, do not surrender thy scepter to what has no being; and do not let them mock
at our downfall; but turn their plan against themselves, and make an example of the man
who began this against us.

[12] Remember, O Lord; make thyself known in this time of our affliction, and give me
courage, O King of the gods and Master of all dominion!

[13] Put eloquent speech in my mouth before the lion, and turn his heart to hate the man
who is fighting against us, so that there may be an end of him and those who agree with him.
[14] But save us by thy hand, and help me, who am alone and have no helper but thee, O
Lord.

[15] Thou hast knowledge of all things; and thou knowest that I hate the splendor of the
wicked and abhor the bed of the uncircumcised and of any alien.
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wear it on the days when I am at leisure.
or drunk the wine of the libations.

thee, O Lord God of Abraham.

[16] Thou knowest my necessity -- that I abhor the sign of my proud position, which is upon
my head on the days when I appear in public. I abhor it like a menstruous rag, and I do not

[17] And thy servant has not eaten at Haman's table, and I have not honored the king's feast
[18] Thy servant has had no joy since the day that I was brought here until now, except in

[19] O God, whose might is over all, hear the voice of the despairing, and save us from the
hands of evildoers. And save me from my fear!"

11. Esther 4:14

(14) For if thou altogether holdest thy peace
at this time, then will relief and deliverance
arise to the Jews from another place, but
thou and thy father’s house will perish; and
who knoweth whether thou art not come to
royal estate for such a time as this?’
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