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Ibn Ezra on Exodus 19:11

(1) Be Ready: Perhaps a person
shouldn't sleep on them at night,
because they will hear the voice of God
in the morning, like the way of the
Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur.
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Zohar 1:8a

(8a) Rabbi Shimon was sitting and
studying the Torah on the night when
the Bride unites with her husband [eve
of Shavuot]. And all the friends present
in the bridal chamber on that night must
be ready for the chuppah the next day
and be with her this whole night, and
rejoice with her in her preparations
(tikkuneha), i.e., study the Torah, then
Prophets, then Holy Scriptures, and
finally the secret wisdom, for these
preparations are the Bride’s adornments.
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...Because of this, the early righteous
ones would not sleep all that night, and
they would engage in Torah ...

R' Shimon would say ... "Come let us
prepare [takna] the jewelry of the bride,
so that she will be found tomorrow with
her jewelry, and prepared for the king as
is fitting."
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Excerpt from the letter of Rabbi Shlomo HaLevi Alkabetz 1533

The pious one (Rabbi Yosef Caro) and I agreed to make a mighty effort

on Shavuot night to keep sleep from our eyes, and not to stop learning for even one
second. Thank God we were successful. Indeed, when you hear what transpired, it
will enliven your souls...

But what will be told next won't be believed. After all the verses [of Torah], we
recited aloud all the Mishna's of Zera'im (the first of the Six Orders), and then we
started again, learning it in the way of true learning, and we completed two
tractates. At that moment, the Creator graced us and we heard a great voice coming
from Rabbi Caro, the words unintelligible. The people nearby heard but could not
understand. The voice was very pleasing but at the same time was growing
continually stronger, and we fell on our faces from the great awe. No one dared to
lift his eyes and face to see. The voice spoke:

"Listen my beloved, those who most glorify the Creator, my loved ones, peace to
you. Happy are you and happy those that bore you. Happy are you in this world and
happy you will be in the World to Come, because you took it upon yourselves to
crown Me on this night. It has been many years since my crown has fallen, and
there has been no one to comfort Me. I had been cast to the dust embracing the
filth, but now you have restored the crown...

"Fortunate are you, my children. Return to your learning and do not stop one
minute. Move to the Land of Israel, because not all times are equal, and there is no
preventing salvation, whether by much or by a little. Do not value your belongings,
for you will partake of the best of the supernal levels.

And if you desire and will obey, the choicest of that land you will consume.
Therefore, hurry and travel there for I am the cause that sustains you, and will
continue to sustain you. Peace to you in your houses, and peace in all there is to

rn

you. Eternal G-d gives strength to His people and blesses them with peace’'.
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Magen Avraham 1:494:1
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(1) It says in the Zohar that the original
pious ones would be awake all the night
working in Torah. And already most of
those who learn do this. It's possible to
give a reason for this according to its
simple understanding, that Israel slept
all the night, and the Holy One Blessed
be He had to wake them, as the midrash
says. Therefore, we need to fix this.
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Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:12:2
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... It is like a king, who said that he is
coming on a particular day, and the
people slept on the night before the king
arrived. He found them sleeping, and
sounded trumpets to wake them up...

So too, the people of Israel slept all of
the night before the giving of Torah ...
because the sleep of the season is sweet,
and the night is short. Rav Yudan says,
even a flea didn't bite them ...
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Chok Yaakov on Shulchan Aruch 494

The Acharonim also write that one
should not sleep on [Shavuot] night but
only study Torah, and that the reward is
great. And the custom has already
spread among the general public to learn
with a minyan according to the [order in
the printed] tikkun and say kaddish and
go to the mikveh when it gets light
(although there are those who go to the
mikveh before Yom Tov). And in the
house of my father-in-law, who was a
great scholar, they didn't learn with a
minyan, rather each person learned
alone, because the [printed] tikkun is just
for the unlearned who don't know how
to study, and in fact, that's why they say
the tikkun.
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